REMARKS: 

Claims 1-12 are pending in the application. Claims 1-12 were rejected under 35 U.S. C. § 
103(a). Claims 1, 5 and 9 are the only independent claims. 

The specification has been amended to place the application in correct idiomatic English. 
Claims 1-12 have been amended to placethe claims in better U.S. form without narrowing the scope 
of the claims as filed. 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made to the specification and claims 
by the current amendment. The attachment is captioned " Version with Markings to Show Changes 
Made ." 

The drawings were objected to fonthereasons discussed on page 2 of the Office Action. The 
objection to the drawings is traversed for the following reasons. 

It is respectfully submitted that the drawings conform with 37 CFR §§ 1.81-1.84. It is 
respectfully requested that if the Examiner disagrees with such an assertion, that the Examiner 
explicitly point out how the drawings do not conform with 37 CFR §§ 1.81-1.84. 

Page 2 of the Office Action indicates that the "drawings are objected to because they are not 

clearly described in the specification, which made them hard to comprehend." It is true that the 

Examiner determines completeness and consistency of the drawings. However, as discussed in MPEP 

§ 608.02(e) the Examiner should: 

see to it that the Figures are correctly described in the brief description 
of the several views of the drawing section of the specification, 
that the reference characters are properly applied, that no single 
reference character is used for two different parts or for a given part 
in a modification of such part, and that there are no superfluous 
illustrations. 

It is respectfully submitted that the drawings conform with Section 608.02(e) of MPEP. 

Furthermore, it is respectfully submitted that the specification contains a written description 
of the invention, and of the manner and process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise and 
exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which pertains, or with which it is most clearly 
connected, and to make and use the same in accordance with 35 U.S.C. § 112, first paragraph. As 
evidence that the specification, which includes the drawings, conforms with 35 U.S.C. § 112, first 
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paragraph, it is respectfully submitted that the Examiner did not object to the specification or reject 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. § 112, first-paragraph. 

In light of the above discussion, Applicants respectfully submit that the drawings comply with 
35U.S.C. § 112,CFR§§ 1.81-1.84 andMPEP § 608.02(e). Applicants request that if the Examiner 
maintains the objection to the drawings, that explicit reasons therefore be provided. Otherwise, it is 
respectfully requested that the objection to the. drawings be withdrawn. 

The title of the invention has been changed to a new title that is clearly indicative of the 
invention to which the claims are directed, as required on page 2 of the Office Action. 

It is respectfully submitted that claims 1-12 are patentable within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103 over Applicants' admitted prior art iiv vievv of ; Cree; and" in further view of Higley, for the 
following reasons. 

The present invention relates to a multi-media E-mail system and device for 
transmitting/receiving, through a network/multi-media E-mails each including various types of media 
information such as text, images and audio information. 

In accordance with one aspect of the present invention, as a sender of an incoming mail 
possesses the incoming mail (that is, information identical to the received media information is stored 
as transmitted media information on the sender side), there is no need to send the received media 
information back to the sender if the return mail is composed by utilizing the media information 
included in the incoming mail (that is, if the return mail includes the received media information). 
Therefore, the multi-media E-mail to be transmitted to the sender does not include the received media 
information. On the contrary, the multi-media E-mail to be transmitted to the sender only includes 
information objects that were not included in the received multi-media E-mail. 

In this manner, when a multi-media E-mail that comprises objects of various types of media 
information (each temporally and/or spatially related to one another) is transmitted/received through 
a network, the received media information do not go through the network twice. Therefore, 
information volume is reduced. 
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Independent claim 1 as amended, requires a multi-media E-mail method comprising, inter alia, 
transmitting the composed return mail back: to the sender in the form of a multi-media E-mail 
including all the restored information: objects and the restored positioning control information 
exclusive of the received informatioirobjects and the positioning control information. Claim 5 as 
amended requires a multi-media E-mail device comprising;////^/' alia, a transmission controlling part 
operable to transmit the returnmail to thesender in the form of a multi-media E-mail including all the 
restored information objects and the restored positioning control information exclusive of the received 
information objects and the restored positioning control information. Claim 9 requires a recording 
medium having a computer readable program stored thereon, the program comprises instructions 
operable to instruct a computer'to^Yw^/raZ/w^iraiisniit'the^coniposed return mail to the sender in a 
form of a multi-media E-mail including all .the restored information objects and the restored 
positioning control information exclusive of the received information objects and the positioning 
control information. 

It is respectfully submitted that neither the Applicants' admitted prior art, Cree nor Higley, 
either singly or in combination teaches the above-identified limitations. 

Page 3 of the Office Action indicates that the Applicants' admitted prior art "fails to teach a 
step of composing a return mail for restored incoming mail by utilizing said received media 
information." The Office Action further states that the Applicants' admitted prior art and Cree "fail 
to teach a step of transmitting the composed return mail back to the sender in the form of a multi- 
media E-mail including every media information included in the return mail exclusive of said received 
media information and the positioning control information indicating how the every media information 
in the return mail is each temporally and/or spatially positioned." Page 4 of the Office Action then 
asserts that Higley teaches this limitation and cites Fig. 6; column 5, lines 9- 1 2; column 7, lines 45-52 
of the reference. 

It is respectfully submitted that, contrary to the assertion on page 4 of the Office Action, 
Higley fails to teach the above-identified limitations. As described from line 65, column 2 through 
line 33 of column 3 of Higley, the reference deals with a method of transmitting a URL via E-mail 
from a sender to a receiver in a way that the URL is easily viewed by the receiver upon receipt. 




Referring to column 5, lines 1-18, and Fig. 4 of the reference, it is described that a document (email) 
containing a URL is created and that the E-mail is transmitted to a receiver. Upon receipt of the 
email, the URL maybe automatically, dereferenced such that the receiver views the contents of the 
URL automatically (column 5, lines 27-53). 

Higley fails to teach sending a reply email back to a sender which contains only the media 
information that was not included in the original email sent from the sender. Accordingly, it is 
respectfully submitted that Higley fails to teach the above-identified limitations. 

In view of the above remarks, Applicants respectfully submit that claims 1, 5 and 9 would not 
have been obvious over the combination of the Applicants' admitted prior art in view of Cree and in 
further view of Higley, and urge that the rejection of claims 1 , 5 and 9, and their respective dependent 
claims 2-4, 6-8, and 10-12, under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) be withdrawn. 

Having fully and completely responded to the Office Action, Applicants submit that all of the 
claims are now in condition for allowance, an indication of which is respectfully solicited. 

If there are any outstanding issues that might be resolved in an Interview or an Examiner's 
amendment, the Examiner is requested to call Applicants' attorney at the telephone number shown 
below. 



TDR/abm 

Washington, D.C. 20006-1021 
Telephone (202) 721-8200 
Facsimile (202) 721-8250 
November 12, 2002 



Respectfully submitted, 



Satoshi K A JIT A et al. 




Thomas D. Robbins 
Registration No. 43,369 
Attorney for Applicants 
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MULTI -MEDIA E-MAIL SYSTEM AND DEVICE 

{2.£~Ty£M £ - MAIL 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to E-mail systems and devices , 
more particularly to a multi-media E-mail system and device for 
transmitting/receiving, through a network, multi-media E-mails 
each including various types of media information such as text, 
10 images, audio information. 



Description of the Background Art ^4f\iftf 

TpchnQ \ 0 GV Center ^ 

In conventional multi-media E-mail systems, imag&s (image 
information) or audio information associated with text (text 

15 information) has been transmitted, for example, in an attachment 
file coming with a text file. In this system, when a receiver 
opens a multi-media E-mail, he/she will find two icons 
respectively indicate a text file and attachment file on a screen. 
With a click on these icons, the attachment file is opened with 

20 images on the screen or audio from a speaker. 

In such conventional E-mail systems that transmit images 
or audio information in the attachment file, however, audio 
associated with text does not synchronize with the text, or images 
are not switched in synchronization with audio. This is because, 

25 timing is up to the receiver when to open the attachment file, 



Version with Marki n gs to 
Show Changes Made 

#2 and #3, respectively, and then stores the same in the inputted 
information storing part 2505. Thereafter, the inputted image 
of human body is identified as an object #2, and image of landscape 
as an object #3. 

5 Next, the sender records audio by using a microphone (not 

shown), for example, and then the audio inputting part 2502 
receives the audio responding thereto. The inputted information 
editing part 2506 provides the inputted audio information with 
an identifier #4, and then stores the same in the inputted 

10 information storing part 2505. Thereafter, the inputted audio 
information is identified as an object #4. 

Then, the sender taps on the not -shown keyboard, for example, 
so as to specify temporal and/or 2D spatial relationship among 
the objects by referring to the mail-composing window in FIG. 27 

15 displayed on a not -shown display. 

In this manner, the mail is composed. The composed mail 
is displayed on the display via the inputted information 
presenting part 2507 (see FIG. 28). In FIG. 28, each of the 
objects is provided with the identifier, and also is perceivably 

20 indicated when and where to be presented^until when. 

The composed mail has such internal data structure as shown 
in FIG. 29. Specifically, elements in the data structure are: 
a media identifier field storing media identifiers (# number) 
uniquely identifying media information; a media information field 

25 storing substance (actual information) of the media information 

6 



receiving terminals shown in FIGS. 25 and 26, the media 
information included in the multi-media E-mail is each treated 
as an object, and is transmitted together with the control 
information indicating when and where to present each object. 
5 Therefore, the media information in the multi-media E-mail can 
be each temporally and/or spatially related to one another. To 
be specific, in the mail, audio can synchronize with text on the 
screen, or images can be switched in synchronization with audio. 
Thanks to such improvement , E-mail will be widely prevalent within 
10 the foreseeable future. 



transmitted will see a leap as the multi-media E-mail system 
becomes prevalent, and resultantly networks will be deficient in 
capacity. At the same time, as the audio or image is much larger 
15 in volume than the text, time and cost required for the 
communications will be an issue for users. Nevertheless, the 
other conventional system has not been working out and applying 
any solution to decrease the to-be-increased information volume. 

20 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Therefore, an object of the present invention is to provide 

£tich mult i -media E-mail system and device that transmi^receive^ 

A 

through a network, multi-media E-mails each having various types 
of media information being temporally and/or spatially related 



25 to one another, and further, reduc&d/inf ormation volume going 



It is predictable, however, the information volume to be 
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through the network. 

The present invention has the following features to solve 



the problem/ above . 



A first aspect of the present invention is directed to a 
multi-media E-mail system for transmitting/receiving a multi- 
media E-mail including various types of media information and 
positioning control information indicating how the media 



^a-s^g-ef ^restoring an incoming mail composed by a sender 
of the received multi-media E-mail by positioning the media 
information each included in the received multi-media E-mail 
according to the positioning control information included 
15 therein ; 



ar-trtep—odE- 1 storing the media information included in the 
received multi-media E-mail as received media information ^ 

ja- R±f* r p nf /composing a return mail for the restored incoming 
mail by utilizing the received media inf ormation; and^ 



20 -&rst&p-&€ ^transmitting the composed return mail back to the 

sender in a form of a multi -media E-mail including every media 
information included in the return mail exclusive of the received 
media information and the positioning control information 
indicating how the every media information in the return mail is 

25 each temporally and/or spatially positioned. 



information is each temporally and/or spatially positioned^, the 

multi-media E-mail system compris±ng:n 

^ J 

10 ar-s^e^-ef ^receiving the multi-media E-mail;^ ^ 



In this manner, when such multi-media E-mail that various 
types of media information included therein is each temporally 
and/or spatially related to one another is transmitted/received 
through a network, received media information does not go through 
the network twice. Therefore, information volume going 
therethrough can be reduced. 

According to a second aspect, the first aspect, n 



r^v^ — ■ — 

a n t: fcg ^rr t^p— composing the return mail,^ 



the received media information is divided, and y 



10 (fthe return mail is composed by using divided media 

information obtained by the division, and ^\ 

/dw*^ : ~ " ^ 

±b — the— _^££P — transmitting the return mail, as an 

alternative to the divided media information, division 

controlling inf ormation indicating at where the received media 

15 information is divided is transmitted in addition to the 
multi-media E-mail. 

As described above, in the second aspect , when a return mail 
is composed by utilizing received media information, any one of 
the received media information is divided into various divided 

20 media information. In this manner, one or more divided media 
information can be deleted, interchanged with another, or new 
media information can be inserted between any two successive 
divided media information (dividing position) . 

Further, when the received media information is divided, 

25 the multi-media E-mail to be transmitted to the sender further 

11 



includes division controlling information indicating at where the 
received media information is divided (for example, when the 
received media information is moving images, it is represented 
by frame number, and text data by line number) as an alternative 
5 to the divided media information. Accordingly, as the divided 
media information is not sent back to the sender, information 
volume going through a network can be reduced. 

According to a third aspect, 4^ the first aspect, the 

-A 

multi-media E-mail system further comprises ^s^feep-of storing the 
10 media information included in the multi-media E-mail to be 
transmitted as transmitted media information, wherein i 

i»-tfe©--s j bep--e#<restoring the incoming mail, by positioning 
the media information each included in the received multi-media 
E-mail and the transmitted media information according to the 
15 positioning control information included in the multi-media 
E-mail, the incoming mail is restored. 

As described above, in the third aspect, media information 
included in a mail (outgoing mail) to be transmitted is stored 
as transmitted media information. If a return mail for the 
20 outgoing mail is received, media information included in the 
received multi-media E-mail and previously- stored transmitted 
media information is positioned according to positioning control 
information included in the mult i -media E-mail. In this manner, 

the incoming mail (return mail) can be restored. 

writer T<3 

25 According to a fourth aspect, -in- the third aspect, ifi-J:he 

A 

12 



«%ep— composing the return mail,, 



:he received media information is divided, and 



the return mail is composed by using divided media 
information obtained by the division,-^ 

~±n — ttie — s-bep — of- transmitting the return mail, as an 
alternative to the divided media information, division 
controlling information indicating at where the received media 
information is divided is transmitted in addition to the 
multi-media E-mail, and^ 



ifi— th e atop o -£ restoring the incoming mail,^\ 



the transmitted media information is divided 
according to the division controlling information included in the 
received multi-media E-mail, and yi 



^the incoming mail is restored by using the divided 
media information obtained by the division. 

As described above, in the fourth aspect, when a return mail 
is composed by utilizing received media information, any one of 
the received media information is divided into various divided 
media information. In this manner, one or more divided media 
information can be deleted, interchanged with another, or new 
media information can be inserted between any two successive 
divided media information (dividing position) . 

Further, when the received media information is divided, 
a multi-media E-mail to be transmitted back to the sender further 
includes the divided media information indicating at where the 



received media information is divided (for example, when the 
received media information is moving images , it is represented 
by frame number, and text data by line number) as an alternative 
to the divided media information. Accordingly, as the divided 
media information is not sent back to the sender, information 
volume going through a network can be reduced. 

Still further, when a return mail is received, divided media 
information is first generated from the transmitted media 
information according to the division controlling information, 
and then the media information included in the received 
multi -media E-mail and the generated divided media information 
is positioned according to the positioning control information 
included in the multi -media E-mail. In this manner, the incoming 
mail (return mail) can be restored. 

A fifth aspect of the present invention is directed to a 
multi-media E-mail device for transmitting/receiving a multi- 
media E-mail including various types of media information and 
positioning control information indicating how the media 
information is each temporally and/or spatially positioned^J^he 
multi-media E-mail device^comprisiiig:^ 

Ca receipt controlling part in which the multi-media E-mail 
is received, and then an incoming mail composed by a sender of 
the received multi-media E-mail is restored by positioning every 
media information included in the received multi-media E-mail 
according to the positioning control information included 



therein; 

u a first inputted information storing part storing the media 
information included in the multi-media E-mail received by the 
receipt controlling part as received media information;. 



an inputted information editing part composing a return 
mail for the incoming mail restored by the receipt controlling 
part by utilizing the received media information; and — -x 



c a transmission controlling part transmitting the return 
mail composed by the inputted information editing part back to 
the sender in a form of a mult i -media E-mail including every type 
of the media information included in the return mail exclusive 
of the received media information and the positioning control 
information indicating how the every media information in the 
return mail is each temporally and/or spatially positioned. 
According to a sixth aspect, in. the fifth aspect^ 



<• when a return mail is composed, the inputted information 
editing part^, 

' divides the received media information, and^ 



^composes the return mail by using divided media 
information obtained by the division, and ^ 



(the transmission controlling part transmits, as an 
alternative to the divided media information, division 
controlling information indicating at where the received media 
information is divided in addition to the multi-media E-mail. 
According to a seventh aspect, ^In the fifth aspect, 

15 



the multi-media E-mail device further comprises a second 
inputted information storing part storing media information 
included in a multi-media E-mail to be transmitted by the 
transmission controlling part as transmitted media information, 
wherein 

Lthe receipt controlling part restores an incoming mail by 
positioning each type of the media information included in the 
received multi-media E-mail and the transmitted media information 
according to the positioning control information included in the 
mult i -media E-mail. 

According to an eighth aspect, *in the seventh aspect,^ 



when a return mail is composed, the inputted information 
editing partJV 



i divides the received media information 



composes the return mail by using divided media 
information obtained by the division, and^ 

^the transmission controlling part transmits, as an 
alternative to the divided media information, division 
controlling information indicating at where the received media 
information is divided in addition to the multi-media E-mail, and 



when a return mail is restored, the receipt controlling part^ 



v divides the transmitted media information according 
to the division controlling information included in the received 
multi-media E-mail, and 

restores the incoming mail by using the divided media 



information obtained by the division. 

A ninth aspect of the present invention is directed to a 
recording medium on which a program, to be run in a computer device, 
for transmitting/receiving a multi-media E-mail including 
various types of media information and positioning control 
information indicating how the media information is each 
temporally and/or spatially positioned is recorded^ ihe program 
for realizing an operational environment on the computer device 
©orap^ars±f*g_: 



e 

ep - of receiving the multi-media E-mail; 

/ 

, 

-ar-step^of K restoring an incoming mail composed by a sender 
of the multi-media E-mail by positioning every media information 
included in the received multi-media E-mail according to the 
positioning control information included therein; 



J- 



ar-^bep-~of^ storing^ the media information included in the 
received multi-media E-mail as received media information;- 

^ 5 ' 

-a-si i'&p -^'composing., a return mail for the restored incoming 
mail by utilizing the received media information; and^ 



a-s^p-^ r transmit-b±»g the composed return mail back to the 
sender in a form of a mult i -media E-mail including every media 
information included in the return mail exclusive of the received 
media information and the positioning control information 
indicating how the every media information in the return mail is 
each temporally and/or spatially positioned. 

According to a tenth aspect, -dbn. the ninth aspect, \/ 



±n- the _!qtf^— of- composing the return mail^ 



C t he rec eived media information rs-naivia^d:, and^ <~ ^£ 

" ^ " ^ / . \.i AiA 

^the return mail is— com poood -by using divided media / 
information obtained by the division, and <f= — /aL r^ V**f ^,^ r 

in — the — s^feep— -of transmitting the return mail, as an ^ 
alternative to the divided media information, div-i-sion ^ 
controlling information indicating at where the received media 
information is divided is — txarrsmit^tad — in addition to the 
multi-media E-mail. ^ 

According to an eleventh aspect, -in the ninth asp ect ^ 

(V _ 

^the program for realizing the operational environment on 
the computer device f urther^eorapxAs-es-a-s^e^of storing the media ^ 
information included in the mult i -media E-mail to be transmitted 
as transmitted media information, wherein. 



iS^th£^ateji-af restoring the incoming mail, by positioning 
every media information included in the received multi-media 
E-mail and the transmitted media information according to the 
positioning control information included in the multi-media 

E-mail, the incoming mail is restored. 

^nCrc To 

According to a twelfth aspect, the eleventh aspect, /\ 

<^qV^\ — ■ — J 

in— irhe— stepr-e£ composing the return mail , /tw°t~^ \<uj~«i& )*^'~' 9 , 

^ " " ■ JSs,X f 

C thereceived media information - is - d 3?9^frfed, and " — 



the return mail is- compers^d by using divided media 



information obtained by the divis ion,^ ^ r r. ? r^ 

^— : L f» Mi ^ f frfXr**'" * 0 

in — - th e — s^t^ — of— transmitting the return mail, as an 
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alternative to the divided media information, division 

.A- 

controlling information indicating at where the received media 

information is divided iV — trarrSmTFDad in addition to the 

multi-media E-mail, and. ^-it* to^s^ 

in— th©— s*ep— of- restoring the incoming mail, J 

(S ■ — i 

<^6he transmitted media information is — divided 

according to the division controlling information included in 

the received multi -media E-mail, and k 
- — " — > 

^the incoming mail ir^-srest-oxed by using the divided 

A 

media information obtained by the division. 

A thirteenth aspect of the present invention is directed 
to a method of supplying a program, to be run in a computer device, 
for transmitting/receiving a multi-media E-mail including 
various types of media information and positioning control 
information indicating how the media information is each 
temporally and/or spatially positioned to the computer device 

through a network/ l£he method comprislag:^ 

c^- 

step tHF ^receiving the mult i -media E-mail;.x\ 



■ a ste p-of- ^restoring an incoming mail composed by a sender 
of the received multi-media E-mail by positioning each of the 
media information included in the received mult i -media E-mail 
according to the positioning control information included in the 
multi-media E-mail;^ 

-a^-s^ep^of < storing the media information included in the 
received multi-media E-mail as received media inf ormation; r 



a^ s te p-^^composing a return mail for the restored incoming 
mail by utilizing the received media information; and/\ 

a^tep-of-^transmitting the composed return mail back to the 
sender in a form of a multi-media E-mail including every media 
inf ormation included in the return mail exclusive of the received 
media information and the positioning control information 
indicating how the every media information in the return mail is 
temporally and/or spatially positioned. 

According to a fourteenth aspect, in. the thirteenth aspect, 
io^t fec stop -^of composing the return mail^ 



''the received media information is divided, and 
^€he return mail is composed by using divided media 
information obtained by the division, and 



±ir fITe- — ^nt^p — of. transmitting the return mail, as an 
alternative to the divided media information, division 
controlling information indicating at where the received media 
information is divided is transmitted in addition to the 
mult i -media E-mail. 

According to a fifteenth aspect, in the thirteenth aspect, 

A 

the method of supplying a program further comprises -a-stefroi 
storing the media information included in the multi-media E-mail 
to be transmitted as transmitted media information, wherein 



in - the s ^fcep-eg restoring the incoming mail, by positioning 

A 

every media information included in the received multi-media 
E-mail and the transmitted media information according to the 
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positioning control information included in the multi-media 

E-mail, the incoming mail is restored. 

According to a sixteenth aspect, in the fifteenth aspect,^ 
C*~[ . ^ ^ 1 

composing the return mail, n 
received media information is divided, and 



<the return mail is composed by using divided media 
information obtained by the division,^ 

«3t — ^fcre — otop — ©£- transmitting the return mail, as an 
alternative to the divided media information, division 
10 controlling information indicating at where the received media 
information is divided is transmitted in addition to the 
multi-media E-mail, and^ 

i n thcr -s-fr ep of - restoring the incoming mail^ri V/ 
c the^transmitted media information is divided 
15 according to the division controlling information included in the 
received multi-media E-mail, and ^ 

Cthe incoming mail is restored by using the divided 
media information obtained by the division. 

These and other objects, features, aspects and advantages 
20 of the present invention will become more apparent from the 
following detailed description of the present invention when 
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
25 FIG. 1 is a flowchart illustrating a multi-media E-mail 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: ^ \ «r- 



Show Gfrangqa MgH g 



to 



1 . A multi-media E-mail system Saa=_transmitting/receiving 
a mult i -media E-mail including various types of media information 

A- 

and positioning control information indicating how the «ted±ar 
information / insL.eHeti temporally and/or spatially positioned, ^e 
5 multi-media E-mail -system comprising: A c*ryW 
€fcr-s^p— eHE- receiving the multi-media E-mail; 
a ctop of restoring ^flr-4fteefflfftg-4ft ^ Q & eft€ter 

-ef the received multi-media E-mail by positioning each of the 
-fne£±a information included in the received multi -media E-mail 

A 

10 according to the positioning control information included 
therein; 

<a^sXo&~-o£ storing the Ittedia information^ included in the 
received multi-media E-mail as received media information; 

a^rtep of composing a return mail for the restored incoming ^/ 
15 mail by utilizing -s^fd received media information; and ^j^^ir^u^A 
a stop of transmitting the composed return mail back to S^Ld / 
sender in a form of a multi-media E-mail including A eve^y-Bfteti±er 
information inoludo d in -t h e- rotum mail exclusive of said received 
med±a-" information and the positioning control information 
20 indicating hew thp -f ^^i y m^rUa i oTTnat ion 4^-4be-re L ui n mail is 
eaefr-^be mporally and/or spatially positioned . 

2. The multi-media E-mail system according to claim 1, 
v wherein "^H*ai&^s*ep--©£ composing the return mail^ 
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v said received media- information divided, and/v 

— ■ ^ — Jvp* 

^the return mail is composed by using divided .media 



in£erma-b±en obtained by the division, and 

ift- saM -s^fcep— of- transmitting the return mail, as an 
alternative to s^id. -divided media, information, division 



controlling information indicating at where s^id received -meiiia 
information -rsK. divided is transmitted in addition to ^&aid 
10 multi-media* E-mail . 

3, The multi-media E-mail isy&t^nn according to claim 1, 
further comprising -a — s- tep — o£- storing the -media- information 
included in the multi-media E-mail to be transmitted as 



transmitted media information, ^yfrea^in ^ — 

^^^-sa^-^©p-of restoring the incoming mail , , ^bypositioning 
each qnedia inf ormation^ included in the received multi-media 
E-mail and -s-ai4 transmitted media information according to the 
positioning control information included in the multi-media 



2> 



E-mail^the incoming mail is restore^' 

. 4. The multi-media E -mail System • according to claim 3, 
^wherein in^&aar d st e p^ o f composin g the return mail ^ 



Era^bd received media information^ 3r^- divided, and^ 



<^the return mail is composed by using£ divided media^ 
5 information/ obtained by the division, 

in said step of transmitting the return mail, as an 
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alternative to Sa^rd divided media information, division 
controlling information indicating at where nraid received media 
informational^ divided is transmitted in addition to ^-s-a^d 
multi-media E-mail, and 

-4jn_cj*iri ^ tep r^g^^^T^g the incoming mail, n 

A ^ — ~^-^ r ' _ ^ 

(TslXS transmitted media information^ fs- divided 
according to the division controlling information included in the 



received multi-media E-mail, and 



TV 



r~the incoming mail is restored by using the divided 
media information obtained by the division. 



5 . A multi-media E-mail device for transmitting/receiving 
a mult i -media E-mail including various types of media information 

A 

and positioning control information indicating how the ~nred3ra- 
information A ±s^each temporally and/or spatially positioned, the 
multi-media E-mail device comprising: 

a receipt controlling part ± n which the multi-media E-mailVK^ 
^s-^eed4=vedQ) and tlreir- CHi ineomihg madJ-^oomposod by a - send e r -of 
tfre-sfge civod multi m o dla E -mai3r-is restore^ by positioning every 



0 V \e v \ 

-media, information included in the received multi -media E-mail 

K 

according to the positioning control information included 
therein; 

a first inputted information storing part storing the media* 



n incl 

A 

receipt controlling part as received itr&dia information; 



information included in the multi -media E-mail received by said 



J/' 

an inputted information editing part cfciflp^ing a return 

A, 

mail v for-J fch o incoming mail rf\ni-mro^ Ky^^i ^T^^_i-pi^rxo t- t-^ i i tug 
part by utilizing s-aid received Tiretiia information; and 

. A 

a transmission controlling part transmi fefeijag. the return 
mail imposed by said Inpnt tftrt mfft i-iiui inn n^ULin j p ^i- ^ Jt^-^ to 

^ Oil Jfe* r«TV« 

saa^. sender in a form of a multi-media E-mail including eyegy media^ 

o\\«^ <$ncHhe reared ^rfaMwg ctiHre I i^or^on ^ ^ 

inf ormatlon^iftcXad ed in the return mail - exclusive of setid received 
fftedia information and the A positioning control information 
infil^tin q n™»r <^r*r-y mo^ ff j n f omiatl nn in t h e return mail is 

eaeh— t e mpor a l 1y rtnrl/nr sp n ti nll y p o sitio ngjck 



The multi-media E-mail device according to claim 5, 



wherein twhen^ajret!ii-rn mail i g compos ed >fs aid inputted information 

editing part^ 0^*41 c To ~ 

- s *i?-r$ 

^dividey said received-media information, and 

compose^ the return mail by using divided r t ibsdict 

al*J* ✓ — 

information obtained by the division^ and 

^said transmission controlling part transmit^, as an 

alternative to 5*ld divided -taedAa information, division 

A 

controlling information indicating at where said received media 
information is divided in addition to >aid multi-media E-mail. 



7. The multi-media E-mail device according to claim 5, 
further comprising a second inputted information storing part 
storing the me^ia information included in the multi-media E-mail 

A 



10 



to be transmitted by said transmission controlling part as 
transmitted media information,, wherein 

said receipt controlling part restore^ the incoming mail 
by positioning each media information^ included in the received 
multi-media E-mail and ^aid transmitted media information 
according to the positioning control information included in the 
multi-media E-mail. 



8. The multi-media E-mail device according to claim 7, 



Whereinvwhen a return mail is composed/^/said inputted information 



10 



15 



editing part *i s o^rMi To a 



divide^ said received media information, and 



compose^ the return mail by using A divided -media 



information, obtained by the divisionp 



w said transmission controlling part^ transmits, as an 
alternative to said divided - media : information, division 
controlling information indicating at where said received media 
information is divided in addition to said multi-media E-mail, 
and - — 



A 



Lrc\iL . , < y 

when a return mail is restorecj^r said receipt controlling 



l divide^s^Ld transmitted fned^a inf ormationaccording 



part r<&f*< 

to the division controlling information included in the received 



multi-media E-mailT and^' 

Cestore^the incoming mail by using the divided media 
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information obtained by the division. 



9. A recording medium-e n whi ch a^ progranvlr'te— be^ 
computer device</-£or transmitt±fuj/receiv!bRg a multi-media E-mail 
including various types of media information and positioning 
control information indicating how the media information iTS-^ac^ 
5 temporally and/or spatially positioned iTrr ccordo -d. the program 



a r -£o--be--g un i a 



)r roalizlny an opera t ional jfenv ir oilmen L un 



said compuLe r r device 



comprising 



*T , from a sender 

a— ste p uf .re c eivin g the multi-media E-mail; 
a - st o p of r oc tori ttg— aa^xc o iaivi^- mii l uumyu^ ' et TT gy cd rn^ B^r 
the received multi-media E-mail by positioning each of the 
Tite<iia inf ormation^included in the received multi-media E-mail 
according to the positioning control information included 
therein ; 

■a sto p— o#- storing the rifedi^ information^ included in the 
15 received multi-media E-mail as received media information; 

a ytep of compos±na.a return mail for the restored incoming 



mail* by utilizing ^asUJ received media information; and 

-a^ifip-^t-±Tfan3fni4JuJig the composed return mail oa^k to"S*ao,d 
sender in a form of a mult i -media E-mail including evefy^me^ia 



information, 



Lxnc3r**d ed in the return - ma ^ exclus 



lintel 



exclusive of -ae±d received 



*med±a information^ and the positioning control information 
dj>dj ^ating - how - thc - cryo g y modicr iur aj^u a L i oft-A^fehe~:ge4H^n^ 



64 



U*T f " 



/ 



10 The recording medium according to claim 9, wherein in 



10. The recording medium 
&aid— s tep -of oompoa ing- thejreturn mail 



&aict' received metii^inf ormation^fs^divided , and^y 



th f e return mail is-eomproed by using divided media c <" 



information* Obtained by the division, and 



sdidr— step— o£ — tranomitting the return mail, ) as an 



_ 

A 

alternative to said divided media information, ^division 
controlling information indicating at where s^id received media 
information "is- divided is---t«insmilJt^i in addition to &*L& 




multi-media E-mail. 



0 ^ ^ 



11'. The recording medium according to claim 9 , ^^e-^ogaeam 
jg ^^eallaiii g Llie uyei.dLluual environm o nt on th o compuior dev lqe 
^OT^jiex c^m prl c ing — a— S Ley ul ' b Lu x lug - the media inf ormation^ 



included in the multi-media E-mail to be transmitted as 



transmitted -media information 




^S ^jTd step of rQatoring =sa^iricoml]nginail , ^by positioning, 
each media information included in the received multi-media 

-A. 

E-mail and-B^Ui transmitted media information according to the 
positioning control information included in the multi-media 
E-maiiythe- incoming mai l, is— gegtrored . 



12. The recording medium according to claim ll, 1 wherein 
e 

d? ri said atcp of . composing the return mail^ 



«Vf«- T 



received medAa information^ te divided/' and ^-, 
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he return mail i-s^OTffipcrsT&d by using divided media 
iriformation obtained by the division, 

jja. — sra~£tt BfefT — transmitt±R§- the return mail^as an 
alternative to said divide d -media information, division 
controlling information indicating at where s-eritd received media 
-Ls^ divided is — transmit ted in addition to 3&±6r 
multi-media E-mail, and 

iR— sa4=€^-s-tep of restoring- the incoming mail 

* - ■ : ^cv< 



^\vi\}&^-' -sa±d transmitted -media information^ ie- d ivided 
according to the division controlling information included in the 




received multi-media E-mail^ and'S^ 



4- 



the incoming mail ie— a=es Lured* by using the divided 
-media information obtained by the division. 

A 



13 . A method of supplying a program, to be run in a computer 
device, for transmitting/receiving a multi-media E-mail 
including various types of media information and positioning 
control information indicating how the media information is each 
5 temporally and/or spatially positioned to the computer device 
through a network, the method comprising: 

a step of receiving the multi-media E-mail; 

a step of restoring an incoming mail composed by a sender 
of the received multi-media E-mail by positioning each of the 
10 media information included in the received multi-media E-mail 
according to the positioning control information included 
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